
 Circuit Contact 
Welcome to our Circuit Worship for  

3rd July 2022 

prepared by Rev Richard 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Worship in the following locations: 

 

Youtube Worship on the Trinity Church, Leek Channel from 10.30am 

 

Endon Methodist Church – at 10am with Mr Roger Cutts 

Cheadle & Tean – at Tean Methodist Church – at 10.30am with Local Arrangement & 

Messy Church at Cheadle  - at 5pm 

Trinity Church, Leek – at 10.30am with Rev Richard Pope  

Wetley Rocks Methodist Church– at 10.30am with Mr Howard Monks  

Ipstones Methodist Church – at 10.30am with Local Arrangement 

St. Andrew’s, Cheddleton – at 10.30am with Rev Julie Hassall 

Onecote Methodist Church – at 11am with Mr Arthur Massey 

Rudyard Methodist Church– at 11am with Local Arrangement 

Waterhouses Methodist Church– at 6.30pm with Mrs Heather Hayward 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Heroes!! Summer Holiday Clubs 
Calling all superheroes!! Come and join us for a heroes themed holiday club. There will be stories, 
crafts, games and challenges! Suitable for ages 5 – 11.  It’s free. To book a place on one of the holiday 
clubs please see the details below.  
 

❖ Endon 25th – 29th July from 10am until 12 noon.  

Contact Jonny: - 1108lw6@gmail.com or 07598580545 

❖ Trinity, Leek – 2nd, 4th, 5th August from 10 am until 12 noon.  

Contact Abi : - abi.ratcliffe@smmethodist.org.uk 

❖ Cheddleton – 8th – 12th August from 10am until 12noon. 

 Contact Jonny: - 1108lw6@gmail.com or 07598580545  

❖ Cheadle- 16th, 17th, 18th August from 10am until 12noon.  

Contact Mark:- mark.hatcher56@icloud.com  

 

 

Sunday 3rd July at 2.30pm 

A Thanksgiving Service for Whiston Methodist Church 

With Rev Julie Hassall 

 

Please keep those who have worshipped in Whiston over the years in our prayers 

mailto:1108lw6@gmail.com
mailto:abi.ratcliffe@smmethodist.org.uk
mailto:1108lw6@gmail.com
mailto:mark.hatcher56@icloud.com


 
 

 
Call to Worship: 
 
Come, and seek the One whose presence inspires and transforms. 
Come, and be challenged by the One who shows love and compassion; 
Come and join the endeavour of the One who establishes justice and brings peace. 
We meet as God’s people. 
 
HYMN:  Christ Is Made The Sure Foundation – STF 677 

Christ is made the sure foundation Hymn - St Paul's Cathedral Platinum Jubilee Service - YouTube 
 
Prayer: 
Let us pray: 
 
God of Grace, 
who delights in the beauty of people and the world, 
you call us in our diversity to be your people of peace, 
and to use our gifts and talents for the work of your kingdom. 
God of Grace, 
we worship you. 
 
Son of God, 
you walked among us, 
showing us what love looked like, 
revealing the difference love makes. 
Son of God: 
we worship you. 
 
 
Spirit of God, 
you strengthen us to serve you, 
revealing how compassion defines the good news, 
and guide us to those who share your kingdom’s goals. 
Spirit of God: 
we worship you. 
 
God whose love is beyond measure, we confess we have not always been guided by your love – we have been quick 
to point out another’s faults while overlooking our own; we have used language which has caused division and 
harmed the hope of your kingdom. We have not sought peace, but believed we do your will; we have condemned 
and judged your children because they do not think or act like we do. We are sorry. 
 
We keep silence in God’s presence. 
 
The Lord is slow to anger and abounding in love: 
we are welcomed into God’s embrace, 
transformed by the grace of God, 
and sent out in God’s love 
to do the work of the kingdom. 
We are forgiven and made new. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LIf62E1Eru0


Amen. 
 
We speak afresh the grace of God found in the words Jesus gave: 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, 
now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
READING: Galatians 6: 1 – 16 
 
PSALM 30 
1 I will exalt you, LORD, 
    for you lifted me out of the depths 
    and did not let my enemies gloat over me. 
2 LORD my God, I called to you for help, 
    and you healed me. 
3 You, LORD, brought me up from the realm of the dead; 
    you spared me from going down to the pit. 
4 Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful people; 
    praise his holy name. 
5 For his anger lasts only a moment, 
    but his favour lasts a lifetime; 
weeping may stay for the night, 
    but rejoicing comes in the morning. 
6 When I felt secure, I said, 
    “I will never be shaken.” 
7 LORD, when you favoured me, 
    you made my royal mountain[c] stand firm; 
but when you hid your face, 
    I was dismayed. 
8 To you, LORD, I called; 
    to the Lord I cried for mercy: 
9 “What is gained if I am silenced, 
    if I go down to the pit? 
Will the dust praise you? 
    Will it proclaim your faithfulness? 
10 Hear, LORD, and be merciful to me; 
    LORD, be my help.” 
11 You turned my wailing into dancing; 
    you removed my sackcloth and clothed me with joy, 
12 that my heart may sing your praises and not be silent. 
    LORD my God, I will praise you forever. 
Psalm 30 from New International Version (NIV) 

Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®  
Reproduced by permission CCl Licence no: 259441 

 
HYMN:   Make Us Your Prophets, Lord – STF 665 

Make us your prophets, Lord | Lyrics - YouTube 
 
READING:  Luke 10: 1 – 11, 16 – 20 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm+30&version=NIV#fen-NIV-14327c
http://www.biblica.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3X6Ox0fP_mk


HYMN:  A Charge To Keep I Have – STF 658 
A Charge to Keep I Have - YouTube 

 

Reflection 
 
It strikes me that even in the early days of the fledgling church – there has been a huge problem with the “flesh”. 
The church has been guilty of turning this into a message which claims all things of the “flesh” are evil and all things 
of the “spirit” being good, pure, wholesome. Yet Elijah’s physical needs were met, not once but twice, before he was 
able to stand and hear God in the “still small voice” (I Kings 19) and Jesus’ compassion led him to feed the crowd not 
just in Israel (Mark 6: 30 – 44) but among the Gentiles also (Mark 8: 1 – 10). One of the reasons this is important is it 
informs how we approach those Jesus sends us out amongst whom we are to be the presence of Jesus. 
 
When we have tried to divorce the physical, or the “flesh,” from the “spirit” the church’s message can be perceived 
to be judgemental – we seem to go out making accusations, or the negative message relying on fear, because we 
have judged people to be “bad” - and the people of God come across as if we think ourselves better than others. I 
don’t think that is what the author of Galatians is really trying to convey – and these verses need to be seen in the 
context of the previous few verses – where we are told the fruit of the Spirit is “love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control” (Galatians 5: 22-23 NIV). Therefore, if led by the Spirit 
in our engagements with one another and with those Jesus sends us out amongst, then these “fruits” should be our 
plumbline. If we are merely looking for people’s sins to point them out as if we have the moral high ground – I don’t 
think that is what is meant either. People who follow Jesus can be equally vile, nasty, judgemental as everyone else 
for we are all human – but as these “fruits” suggest we, and everyone else, is equally capable of love, compassion, 
kindness and so on; we all have the capacity to be the channel through which God’s kingdom is made visible. 
Although we make “sin” a question of morality, “sin” seems to be more about that which cuts us off from God. 
Though Jesus spends more time trying to show how people are already connected to God rather than how separated 
they are – except for the already religious? The Pharisees are often condemned as hypocrites! Many who would 
seem to have no church affiliation, or affiliation to any other faith system, can live out the kingdom of God in new 
and imaginative ways and do far more good than they are given credit for. It is also found in the Bible that God has 
used those outside the community of God’s people to achieve God’s will. 
 
I used to think that congregations were a community; coming to that community, regardless of how strong or weak 
we think our faith is, made us part of that community and we all belonged. The basis and parameters of that 
community are found in the love of God revealed in Jesus. We have then tried to build up this community of 
believers. That fails, firstly because even within the church we can treat each other with the same scepticism with 
which we are accused of approaching others. We sometimes appear as if we judge people, as if their faith is at fault 
because they don’t approach faith in the same way we do. That fails, secondly, because we forget that we also 
belong to the community in which we live, and the church can become the centre of our world to the detriment of 
our participation in the world we live in. We have confined God to our buildings and the things we do for an hour on 
a Sunday instead of seeing God’s activity in our world which we are called to be part of; instead of being sent out in 
the Spirit of God to make God recognised, we use our buildings as a place to retreat too, to feel safe in, where 
sharing faith is not a challenge. 
 
Jesus’ approach seems to deny any division between the “flesh” and the “spirit” – and Jesus’ example seems to offer 
a more wholistic approach. Jesus does not see a division between those who attend the Temple or synagogue and 
those who don’t – he saw all as being of value. This is evident in the letter to the Galatians – with the 
encouragement to follow the understanding that circumcision makes no difference – or to put that another way - no 
one race is more acceptable than another! This seems to be the way to peace. And the implication of the text is that 
God’s people are meant to do good and live in peace. Peace seems to mean that sometimes burdens are carried and 
shared. 
 
Perhaps the consequence of this approach is that instead of the church being a place we are invited to belong to, it 
becomes the place we are sent from. 
 
Jesus has already sent out the twelve, and now takes the risk of sending out more people – the seventy-two! It 
follows the passage where Jesus has faced rejection and all sorts of excuses have been made as Jesus invites them to 
follow. Despite crowds seeking Jesus, and being fed, there was significant opposition to Jesus. No one in the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1M-64OwBK1E


establishment really likes the status quo being rocked, and that seems to be the consequence of Jesus message and 
actions – because lives were transformed, God was not to be feared – and maybe there was increased dissatisfaction 
with the old ways of being which caused inequality, judgement and fear. 
 
It seems that there is an expectation that going out will lead these disciples to other people who are seeking peace – 
and that God’s people can partner with them. But there will also be those who do not seek peace. There is also an 
expectation of intentional going out. I get the impression it was not just to preach at people, but to actually do some 
good – for the sake of God’s kingdom. 
 
These stories challenge us to ask what good are we going to do in Jesus’ name? How do we show the love, joy, 
peace, forbearance, goodness and self-control of God in the way we engage with ourselves and our neighbours? Are 
we open to joining in God’s activity in unexpected places with unexpected people? Will we see God at work in the 
people we have previously judged and condemned? 
 
When the seventy-two returned they were amazed at what they saw God do – perhaps its time for us to leave the 
“comfort” of our pews, and see how God’s kingdom is at work, transforming lives and this world. 
 
Amen 
 
HYMN:  Hear The Call Of The Kingdom 

Hear The Call Of The Kingdom | Resonance - YouTube 
 
Prayers –  inc: CHANT: This We Shall Do 

This we shall do - YouTube 
 
Let us pray:  
 
Lord, you send us out to share the good news but we find the world broken by political squabbles and unjust leaders; 
– a world where war and violence destroys lives, 
– a world where climate change devastates homes and livelihoods, 
– a world where unjust systems keep people in poverty and voices are silenced. 
 

 
This we shall do, 
this we shall do, 
act justly, 
love mercy, 
walk humbly with our God. 

 
Lord you send this out to share your love, but we find people broken by prejudice and discrimination; 
– people condemned for simply being themselves, 
– people treated as if they are second-class because of their accents, or their gender, or the colour of their skin, or 
the place of their birth; 
- people condemned by poverty with no way out. 
 

This we shall do… 
 
Lord you send us out to be your presence amongst the sick, the dying, the bereaved, the lonely, the oppressed, the 
captive, the blind; 
you send us out not to judge and condemn but to act as you did, 
with compassion and love, 
with forgiveness and hope, 
so that your transforming miracle can bring your kingdom into this world. 

 
This we shall do… 

 
Lord, hear our prayers, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRoX3LlcXQs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SBoT4QLeVNg


for we pray in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
‘This We Shall Do’: Paraphrase and music © 2008 WGRG, Iona Community 
Reproduced by permission CCL Licence no: 259441 

 
HYMN:  I’ll Go In The Strength Of The Lord 

I'll Go In The Strength Of The Lord - YouTube 
 
Be blessed as you live out the good news, 
be blessed as you seek out the peacemakers, 
be blessed as you break down the barriers of division, 
until the kingdom comes. 
Amen. 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxEbrQlYLKY

